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CASE STUDY

CREATIVE DESIGN AND ENGINEERING SKILL HELPED TO BRING A
NEGLECTED FAMILY POOL BACK TO LIFE WITH THE LOOK AND
FEEL OF A NATURAL POOL WITHIN A WOODED BEACH AREA

O

The south west London pool
had been neglected for decades

“

The pool was in a worse state
than it looked. The concrete
structure of the pool itself had
moved and fractured...
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”

ften it’s not only the swimming pool, it’s the
location which matters.
This concrete pool had been left decaying and
unloved for decades when finally a new owner
came along with some tender love and care and
some vision to see what the finished pool might
look like.
The owner of the property in London’s Copse
Hill was keen to renovate this unique ‘Deco Style’
pool which had been constructed in the 1930s and
which had badly fallen out of use.
The pool was in a worse state than it looked. The
concrete structure of the pool itself had moved and
fractured in several places and even trees were in
the process of growing within the cracks.
The owners were quite specific that the classic
flowing form of the structure had to be
maintained as part of the refurbishment solution.
It is here that the location and setting became
paramount. The owners’ ideas included creating
the look and feel of a natural pool within a
wooded beach area using earth colours and
textures. To help achieve this the pool renovators
and builders London Swimming Pool Company
worked closely with the clients’ project designer,
Nicola Reynolds.
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An iridescent royal blue and purple glass mosaic tiled floor
added a glamorous finishing look to the pool

The end result was a pool with
the look and feel of a natural
pool within a wooded beach area

The finished project has completely transformed
what was previously an out of the way, unused
and unattractive area of the property.
The end result provides a tranquil terraced
scene surrounded by flowerbeds and discreet
timber screening looking to the west from the top
of Wimbledon. All of the visual elements have
combined to provide a relaxing space for adults
but with fun and interest for their children. The
house owners’ expectations were not only met
but exceeded.
The essential solutions to repair and renovation
consisted of opening up the concrete fractures,
reducing the depth to a child friendly 1.3 metres at
the deepest point and creating steps to allow easy
access for most ages and abilities.
It also needed a lot of technical skill to provide
side wall insulation, by forming a new concrete
shell within the existing using the ‘shotcrete’
method where concrete is conveyed through a
hose and pneumatically projected at very high
velocity onto a surface.
Glass mosaics in cream / sand colour were
chosen for the pool interior finishes together with
sawn Yorkstone copings and large format sawn
York surround slabs. Nineteen thirties beach style
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changing chalets provide a distinctive feature set
upon the hardwood raised platform housing the
Dripool cover beneath.
The owners did not wish to see unsightly pool
skimmer or light deck box access covers and
therefore front access skimmers were used along
with underwater light connector plugs.
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“

The finished project has
completely transformed what
was previously an out of the
way, unused and unattractive
area of the property

”
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